Declaration of Peace – March Actions Talking Points

Key sentence: The Declaration of Peace is about ordinary Americans telling Congress to put its money where its mouth is - you cannot support the troops by funding the war. 


1) The Declaration of Peace represents more than 800 faith-based, veteran and peace groups engaging in peaceful civil disobedience nationwide on the fourth anniversary of the war. 

- We believe appeals to conscience make a difference in this country and have done so throughout our history (the civil rights, labor rights, women’s suffrage and anti-Vietnam war movements, for example);


2) Anti-war activism has escalated, gaining in momentum and intensity over the past six months.

-  Last fall, more than 375 actions took place in every U.S. state and the Democrats won Congress on anti-war platforms.

-Since January, 1,000 vigils protested the troop surge, hundreds of thousands marched on Washington and a campaign of Congressional District office sit-ins was launched, called the Occupation Project, with the support of the Declaration of Peace. 

-Now, ordinary Americans from the Declaration of Peace are protesting the war in their communities in larger than ever numbers.

-DOP members are also coming by the busload to Washington, DC to participate in the Christian Peace Witness on March 16th with thousands of religious leaders.

3) Congress cannot support the troops by funding the war. 

-Enough money has already been appropriated to bring our troops home.

- We should not spend a single penny more to send our young people to their deaths in a civil war with no end in sight. 

- Congress must put its money where its mouth is: Opposing the war means opposing war funding. 

-Funding should be shifted to meet needs at home such as ending the shameful neglect of wounded veterans at Walter Reed Army Medical Center.

